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these wrongs and injuries were transient phases of
a state of war, and, if Egypt smarted from them3 she
enjoyed substantial compensation in return* M^ny
another country in the winter of 1918-19 must nave
envied her situation. Egypt had added nothing to
her public debt, nor increased her taxation. &he had
few dead to mourn, and no unemployed to feed.
All this good fortune she owed exclusively to her
association with England.1

Yet that fact alone would scarcely have justified
Great Britain's unqualified refusal to listen to the
appeal of Egypt, had not other reasoning perhaps
come to its support. Rightly, every Englishman
wished first to be sure that Egypt was capable of
managing her own domestic business, and next that
the whole nation desired sincerely to be ruled by their
fellow countrymen. Hesitation would be intelligible
enough. The dead consuls of the past, Cromer,
Gorst, and Kitchener, had neither encouraged Egypt
to practise the science of administration nor believed
in the capacity of her people to govern, and English-
men who recalled the suffering of fellahin in the past
at the hands of more powerful neighbours questioned
whether humble cultivators at heart desired the
withdrawal of British control. Thus both authority
and precedent counselled delay. But Egypt in 1919
was not the Egypt which Cromer or Kitchener knew.
Insensibly, the War had altered many of her former
beliefs, and she was no longer afraid of England. That
Power had been so nearly worsted in the struggle, and

1 If any doubt is felt as to the increase of prosperity, the values of
Imports and Exports should be sufficient to dispel it.

Tear.                Imports.               Exports,

1914         20,800,000    24,000,000

1915         18,500,000    27,000,000

1916         30,000,000    37,000,000

1917         30,000,000    41,000,000

1918         48,000,000    45,000,000